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STANDARD 

CONSTITUTION 

Proposed  by 

THE   LIBERAL-CONSERVATIVE 
ASSOCIATION   of   ONTARIO 

SECOND   EDITION 

WITH    REVISIONS    SUGaESTED    BY 
CONSTITUTION     COMMITTEE 

AND    RECOMMENDED    FOR    GUIDANCE    OF 
RIDING    ASSOCIATIONS 


Members,  having  been  accepted  and  en- 
rolled by  tlie  Association,  shall  not  have  their 
names  erased  from  mem'bership  roll  for  non- 
l)ay'ment  of  dues  unless  at  least  one  year  in 
arrears,  but  before  taking  part  in  annual  meet- 
ings or  conventions  all  memlbers  must  be  in  good 
standing. 

In  City  Ridings  new  memberis  cannot  vote 
at  meetings  for  the  annual  election  of  officers 
or  for  delegates  unless  enrolled  four  weeks  prior 
to  the  holding  of  such  meetings. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

EIDING    OFFICEiElS    AN^D    EXEiCUTIVE  . 
COMMITTEE 

The  Officers  of  the  Association  shall,  where 
a  Riding  is  wholly  within  one  municipal  divi- 
sion, consist  of  Honorary  Presidents,  President, 
three  Vice-Presidents,  a  iSecretary,  a  Treasurer 
and  two  auditors,  but,  where  a  Riding  embraces 
the  wihole  or  part  of  several  municipal  divisions, 
instead  of  three  Vice-Presidents,  there  shall  be 
a  Vice-President  to  represent  each  municipality. 
In  the  later  case»  the  Presidency  becoming- 
vacant  between  annual  meetings  the  Secretary 
or  in  default  the  same,  the  Treasurer  shall  call 
or  in  default  of  same,  the  Treasurer  shall  call  /^ 
the  Vice-Presidents  to  meet  to  select  one  oif  them^ag^ 

The  Executive  Committee  in  Rural  Ridings, 
shall  consist  of  the  Riding  Officers  and  the 
Officers  of  the  Municipialities,  and  in  wholly 
Oit}  Ridings  of  the  Riding  Officers  and  the 
Captains  or  Convenors  of  the  Polling  Sub- 
divisions. 

ARTICLE   V. 

POLL  CAPTAIN    OfR    CONVENOR 

A.     In    rural    Ridings    the   Poll    Captains    in 


the  various  municipialities  shall  (be  elected  at  the 
Annual  Meetings  of  the  municipal  associations 
Or  at  special  meetings  called  for  that  purpose. 
The  name  and  address  of  each  Poll  Captain  shiall 
be  sent  to  the  Eiding  Secretary.  Where  muni- 
cipal associations  fail  to  function,  the  Poll 
Captains  for  such  municipalities  may  be  elected 
at  the  Riding's  Annual  Meeting. 

B.  In  Ridings  wholly  within  a  city  the  Poll 
Captain  shall  be  elected  at  special  meetings  call- 
ed for  that  purpose  by  the  Association.  The 
Poll  Captain  shall  be  nominated  by  members  of 
the  association,  preferably  from  among  and  by 
members  of  the  Association  within  the  Polls,  but 
they  must  'be  acceptable  to  the  Association. 

C.  The  Officers  and  Executive  of  the  Asso- 
ciation, shall  retain  office  until  their  successors 
are  appointed. 

D.  All  vacancies  which  occur  during  the 
year  may  be  filled  by  a  majority  vote  at  a  special 
meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  called  for 
that  purpose. 

ARTICLE  VI. 
PLEDGE  AND  FEE 
On  admission  to  this  Association  each  mem- 
ber shall  agree  to  abide  by  and  support  the  Con- 
stitution and  the  By-Laws  of  the  Association, 
and  pay  all  fees  imposed,  and  to  'support  the 
Liberal-Conservative  Party  and  such  Candidiate 
as  may  be  chosen  by  any  Convention  called  un- 
der this  ^Constitution.  The  yearly  membership 
fee  shall  be  not  less  than  25  cents. 

DUTIES  OF  THE  OFFTCERiS 
The  President. — ^Sliall    preside  over  all  meet- 
ings of  the  Association,  and  over  every  Conven- 
tion called  to  select  a  candidate  as  provided  by 


this  Constitution.  He  shall  enforce  the  due 
observance  of  the  Constitution,  decide  all  ques- 
tions of  order,  announce  the  result  of  all  voting 
at  meetings  of  this  Association,  give  the  casting 
vote  in  case  of  a  tie  land  shall  be  b,  member  of 
all  general  committees.  It  shall  also  be  his 
duty  to  call  all  special  meetings  of  the  Associa- 
tion, and  of  the  Executive  Committee.  At  an 
annual  meeting  where  the  President  seeks  re- 
election the  meeting  shall  elect  a  chairman  to 
preside  while  the  election  is  in  progress. 

The  Vice-Presidents. —  iShall  act  as  locum 
tenens  for  the  President  whenever  the  latter 
is  absent  from  the  Eiding,  or  is  for  any  reason 
unable  to  act  at  any  meeting,  or  otherwise.  At 
all  meetings  and  at  any  Convention,  if  the  Presi- 
dent and  Vice-Presidents  are  absent,  a  Chair- 
man shall  be  elected  from  among  the  members 
present,  the  Vice-Presidents  to  act  in  order  of 
their  seniority. 

The  Secretary.—  Shall  keep  full  and  correct 
minutes  of  the  meetings  of  the  Association  and 
of  the  Executive  Committee.  He  shall  com- 
municate as  it  may  be  necessary  with  the  proper 
Officers  in  any  of  the  Local  Associations  in  the 
separate  Municipalities.  He  shall  send  out 
notices  of  all  meetings,  either  of  the  Association 
or  of  the  Executive  Committee,  and  perform 
such  other  duties  in  his  official  capacity  as  the 
Association  or  Executive  Committees  may  re- 
quire. 

The  Treasurer.  — ^Shall  receive  and  account 
for  all  moneys  belonging  to  the  Association,  and, 
under  the  direction  of  the  President  or  Execu- 
tive Committee,  pay  all  debts  incurred. 

The  Auditors.—  Shall  examine  the  books  and 
report  to  annual  meeting. 
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The  Officers. —  Shall  have  full  authority  to 
act  for  the  Association  between  meetings. 

The  Executive  Committee. —  Is  generally  to 
act  as  an  Advisory  Body  to  the  Eiding  Officers, 
and  it  is  suggested  that  this  Committee  be  call- 
ed together  the  first  week  in  December  in 
Eural  Eidings,  and  in  City  Eidings  at  least  five 
times  during  the  year  to  discuss  the  best  inter- 
ests of  the  Party.  Notices  to  be  sent  to  every 
member  of  the  Executive  by  mail,  five  days  in 
advance  of  said  meetings. 

A  Candidate  having  ^been  chosen  by  a  Con- 
vention called  by  this  Association  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  Executive  Committee  to  arrange  for 
proper  organization  of  the  Eiding  for  the  pur- 
pose of  contesting  the  election,  and  for  this  pur- 
pose if  it  deems  best,  it  can  organize  itself  into 
an  Election  Committee  and  appoint  a  Chairman 
distinct  entirely  from  the  President  of  the  As- 
sociation, and  shall,  .as  such  Election  Committee, 
have  full  power  of  the  Association. 

ARTICLE  VII. 

ANNUAL  MEETINGS 
Annual  Meetings  of  this  Association  shall 
be  held  on  the  last  Tuesday  in  October  in  each 
year  unless  it  is  a  holiday,  in  which  event,  the 
President,  or,  in  default,  the  Officers,  shall 
select  another  day  in  the  last  week  of  said 
month,  and  notice  of  the  same  may  be  given  by 
the  iSecretary  by  publication  in  one  or  more 
newspapers  printed  in  the  Eiding,  or  by  posters 
distributed  in  the  various  municipalities  of  the 
Eiding,  said  notices  to  be  given  at  least  one 
week  prior  to  said  meeting,  but  special  notice 
thereof  must  be  sent  to  every  officer  and  mem- 
ber of     the  Executive  Co)mniittee,     by     mail,  at 


least  one  week  prior  to  the  said  meeting.  The 
quorum  at  the  annual  meeting  shall  be  10.  The 
annual  meeting  to  be  held  at  • 


ARTICLE  VIII. 

ISPECIAL  MEETING'S 
Special  Meetings  of  the  Association  shall 
be  convened  by  the  President,  or,  in  his  absence, 
by  the  Vice-President,  or,  in  his  absence  or 
neglect,  or  refusal  of  the  President  or  Vice- 
President  to  convene  said  mieeting,  then  10 
members  of  the  Executive  Committee,  and 
notice  of  such  meeting  and  its  objects  shall  be 
given  by  the  (Secretary,  or  by  such  other  person 
as  the  President,  Vice-President,  or  Executive 
Committee  direct,  in  the  same  w^y  as  is  provid- 
ed for  the  annual  meeting.  . 

ARTICLE  IX. 

OFFICERS^  MEETINGS 
The  Officers  shall  meet  at  the  call  of  the 
President  or  in  his  absence,  of  the  Vice-Presi- 
denf.  In  the  event  of  the  neglect  or  refusal  of 
the  President  to  call  meeting  of  said  officers,  at 
the  request  of  two  or  more  Officers,  then  the 
same  can  be  called  by  the  two  or  more  Officers 
desiring  a  meeting.  Notice  of  said  meeting 
must  be  given  by  registered  letter  or  personal 
delivery  to  every  Officer.  Three  will  be  requir- 
ed to  form  a  quorum. 

ARTICLE   X. 

CONVENTION   EXECUTIVE      MEETINGS 
It  shall    be    the  duty  of    the  Secretary,    on 
orders  from  the  Officers  of  this  Association,  on 
a  vacancy  occuring  in  the  Riding  in  any  way,  or 


on  the  reasonable  'probability  of  an  early  elec- 
tion, to  immediately  call  the  Executive  Commit- 
tee to  meet,  to  make  arrangements  for  and  the 
calling  of  a  Convention. 

ARTICLE  XI. 

CONVENTIONS 

Conventions  held  for  the  purpose  of  select- 
ing a  Candidate  to  contest  the  Eiding  as  a  re- 
presentative in  the  House  of  Commons  and  Leg- 
islative Asisembly,  sha'll  be  on  a  basis  of  five 
delegates  from  each  polling  sub-division,  of 
which  at  'least  two  should  be  ladies.  In  City 
Eidings,  delegates  may  be  elected  on  a  basis  of 
one  delegate  for  every  100  voters  or  fraction  . 
thereof,  but  in  no  case  shall  a  Poll  be  represent- 
ed by  more  than  five  or  less  than  two  delegates. 
Such  delegates  (who  must  be  members  of  the 
Association)  to  be  regularly  appointed  at  meet- 
ings cal'led  by  the  Captains  of  the  polling  sub- 
divisions, ((See  Article  XII),  or  by  the  munici- 
pal or  Eiding  Associations  at  public  meetings, 
to  which  meetings  all  (members  of  the  Associa- 
tion are  eligible  to  attend.  In  Eural  Eidings 
the  lists  of  delegates  sent  in  by  the  Official 
Association  in  each  municipality  sha-il  be  the 
lists  used  by  the  Eiding  Officers. 

A.  The  Chairman  at  such  meetings  and  the 
Secretary  of  the  Municipal  Association  shall 
forward  the  names  of  such  delegates  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Association  who  shall  keep  a 
record  of  the  same.  And  that  the  last  certified 
list  of  delegates  shall  be  the  one  used  for  the 
election  of  a  candidate  to  contest  the  Consti- 
tuency. The  meetings  shall  be  duly  called  by 
mail,  posters  or  newspaper  advertising,  inviting 
all   members   of  the    Association  in    the   Munici- 
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pality,  or  Riding,  to  attend,  and  such  meeting 
shall  be  held  in  a  Public  Building  in  each  Muni- 
cipality, and  each  meeting  shall  elect  its  own 
Cbairman.  The  day,  hour,  and  iplace  of  all  the 
meetings  for  the  election  of  delegates  shall  be 
the  same  throughout  the  whole  Eiding,  and  shall 
be  determined  by  the  Officers,  and  the  notice 
shall  be  issued  by  the  proper  Officer,  or  Offi- 
cers, seven  days  before  the  time  appointed. 

B.  The  Convention  for  the  election  of  a  Oau- 
didate  shall  'be  held  on  the  day,  hour,  and  place, 
selected  by  the  Officers.  The  'Convention  must 
be  called  within  one  week  from  the  date  the 
delegates  are  selected  on. 

C.  The  selection  of  a  Candidate  shall  be  bv 
ballot. 

D.  In  rural  Ridings  notwithstanding  any- 
thing herein  contained  the  Officers  of  the  Muni- 
cipal Associations  within  tlie  Eiding  sha'll  be  dele- 
gates to  conventions  by  virtue  of  office  and 
therefore  each  polling  sub-division  shall  send  ^ 
delegates,  irrespective  of  the  Officers. 

lE.  Eiding  Off icers  sliall  also  be  delegates  in 
both  rural  and  city  Ridings  by  virtue  of  office. 

ARTICLE   XII. 

DELEGATES 
Delegates  shall  be  selected  at  meetings  to 
be  held  in  the  various  municipal  polling  sub- 
divisions or  municipailities  simultaneously 
throughout  the  Eiding  within  seven  days  before 
the  date  of  such  Convention,  and  the  delegates 
appointed  at  said  meetings  shall  pledge  tliem- 
selves  to  sujifport  the  Liberal-Conservative  Party 
and  such  Candidate  as  may  be  chosen  at  said 
Convention  and  all  delegates  must  be  residents 
of  the  Eiding  and  members  of  the  Association. 

10 


ARTICLE  XIII. 

EULEIS  OF  ORDEK  FOE  CONVENTION 

(1)  Calling  the  meeting  to  order. 

(2)  Reading  the  notice  calling  the  meeting. 

(3)  Reading  correspondence. 

(4)  Disposing  of  correspondence. 

(5)  Calling  for  nominations. 

(6)  Bach  Candidate  must  be  proposed  and 
seconded,  by  two  delegates,  in  writing. 

(7)  Before  the  ballot  is  taken,  the  Conven- 
tion by  a  standing  vote,  shall  pledge  themselves 
to  support  the  nominee  of  the  Convention. 

(8)  Declaring  nominations  closed. 

(9)  The  Returning  Officer  shall  be  appoint- 
ed by  the  Presiding  Officer  and  each  candidate 
voted  on  shall  appoint  one  scrutineer  to  repre- 
sent his  interests. 

(10)  Before  the  ballot  is  taken,  each  candi- 
date imust  pledge  himself,  or,  if  absent  his  iiom.- 
iuators  must  pledge  themselves  for  him,  that  he 
will  abide  by  and  cordially  support  whoever 
may  be  the  nominee  of  the  Convention. 

(11)  Any  candidate  proposed  shall  have  the 
privilege  of  withdrriwiiio-  before  the  vote  is 
taken,  or  at  any  time  during  the  balloting,  and 
any  candidate  refusing  to  pledge  himself,  must 
withdraw  and  his  name  must  not  be  balloted 
upon. 

(12)  Official  ballots  shall  be  prepared  by 
the  Secretary. 

(13)  Each  delegate's  name  and  address 
shall  be  distinctly  called  by  the  Secretary.  The 
number  of  ballots  counted  must  equal  the  num- 
ber of  delegates  who  vote. 

(14)  Vote  by  'ballot  shall  be  taken  on  all 
noiminees. 
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(15)  Majority  "ballot  shall  be  necessary  for 
election.  In  case  of  a  second  ballot  being  re- 
quired, Candidate  having  lowest  vote  on  pre- 
vious balloting  drops  out  and  so  on. 

(16)  In  the  case  of  non-acceptance  of  the 
nomination  by  the  Candidate  first  selected,  an- 
other shall  be  chosen  in  the  same  manner. 

(17)  A  Candidate  shall  not  preside  .at  a  Con- 
vention after  his  name  is  put  in  nomination,  un- 
less he  withdraws.  He  will  vacate  the  chair 
to  the  Vice-Presidents  in  order  of  precedence, 
and  in  event  of  all  being  ineligible,  to  a  nom- 
inee of  the  meeting. 

(18)  It  shall  be  the  paramount  duty  of  the 
Officials  conducting  the  Convention  to  follow 
the  ^^  Golden  IRule^^  and  thus,  avoiding  discord, 
ensure  united  support  for  the  Candidate  selected. 

ARTICLE   XIV 

ORDEK  OF  BUSINES.S  AT  ANNUAL,  GENEK- 
AL   OH   1^]XECUTIVE   MEETINGS 

(1)  Reading  minutes  of  previous  meetings. 

(2)  Reading  report  of  Secretary-Treasurer. 

(3)  Ileports  of  Committees. 

(4)  Reading  communications. 

(5)  Election  of  the  two  delegates  to  the 
Liberal-Conservative  Association  of 
Ontario. 

(6)  Election  of  Officers. 

(7)  Receiving  accounts,  and  other  com- 
munications. Collection  of  annual  fee. 

(8)  General  business. 

(9)  Speeches  by  members  and  visitors. 
(10)     Adjournment. 

(5  and  6  at  Annual  Meetings  only). 
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ARTICLE  XV. 

At  each  annuial  meeting  of  the  Association 
its  members  shall  decide  the  hour  for  holding 
the  next  annual  meeting. 

ARTICLE  XVI. 

AMENDMENTIS 
Alteration  of  these  by-*laws  shall  only  be 
discussed  lat  the  annual  meeting,  and  no  alter- 
ation shall  be  made  unless  two-thirds  of  those' 
present  vote  for  isuch  a  change,  and  one  month 's 
notice  has  been  given  to  the  iSecretary,  in  writ- 
ing, of  any  proposed  change. 

ARTICLE  XVII. 

The  Riding  Secretary  shall  send  on  or  l)e- 
fore  the  first  of  November  to  the  Provincial 
Secretary  the  names  and  addresses  of  all  Riding 
Officers  and  the  two  Riding  delegates. 

FINAL 

'Cases  not  provided  for  in  foregoing  rule« 
are  to  be  governed  by   Parliamentary  practice. 


R  EC0MM;EN  DATION 
It  is  suggested,  that  when  an  election  is  on, 
Officers  refrain  from  accepting  any  office  un- 
der .the  Crown  that  would  debar  them  from 
o])enly  and  vigorously  performing  the  principal 
duty  of  office,  i.e.,  to  elect  the  Party  candidate. 
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RULES  OF  ORDER 

1.  The  order  of  Business  sha-ll  be  as  laid 
down  by  the  Constitution. 

The  President  or  Chairman  shall  pre- 
serve order  and  pronounce  the  decisions  on  ail 
questions. 

2.  Any  Member  desiring  to  offer  a  motion 
or  speak  on  a  Question  shall  rise  and  address 
the  Chair.  If  recognized,  he  may  proceed,  con- 
fining himself  to  the  Question  before  the  Meet- 
ing and  avoiding  all  personalities. 

3.  When  two  or  more  members  rise  to 
speak  at  the  same  time  the  Chair  shall  name  the 
member  who  is  entitled  to  the  floor. 

4.  When  a  member  is  called  to  order  while 
speaking  he  shall  take  his  seat  until  the  ques- 
tion of  order  is  decided.  If  the  decision  is  in 
his  favor  he  may  proceed. 

5.  When  a  Question  is  before  the  Meet-  . 
ing  no  Motion  shall  be  in  Order,  except  to  lay 
on  the  Table — to  postpone  indefinitely — to  post- 
pone definitely — ^to  refer — to  divide  and  to 
amend — the  previous  Question — which  Motions 
shall  have  precedence  in  the  order  herein  ar- 
ranged and  none  but  the  motion  to  amend  shall 
be  debateable. 

6.  The  ^^ Previous  Question ^^  which  can 
only  be  moved  to  the  main  motion  after  all 
amendments  are  disposed  of  shall  preclude  fur- 
ther amendments  and  debates,  and  may  be 
moved  by  any  memiber,  and  if  seconded,  shajl 
be  put  in  the  followiing  form:  '  SShall  the  main 
question  now  be  put?^^  If  decided  in  the  af- 
firmative, the  vote  shall  be  taken  on  the  main 
motion  and  decided  at  once  without  further 
amendment. 
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7.  A  Member  shall  not  speak  more  than 
once  to  the  same  Question,  except  the  Mover  of 
the  Eesolution,  or  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
to  which  the  matter  was  referred,  who  shall  be 
permitted  to  close  the  discussion. 

8.  No  motion  shall  be  entertained  until 
put  in  writing  with  names  of  proposer  and 
seconder. 

9.  After  the  Chair  has  stated  the  Ques- 
tion he  shall  call  for  remarks  and  if  none  are 
made  shall  ask  ''is  the  meeting  ready  for  the 
Question f  and  if  no  member  rise  to  speak  he 
shall  rise  and  put  the  Question  and  after  he  has 
risen  no  member  shall  be  permitted  to  speak  or 
otlierwise  interrupt  him. 

10.  When  a  motion  is  laid  on  the  table,  it 
shall  lie  there  for  the  evening. 

11.  A  motion  to  reconsider  must  be  made 
by  a  member  who  voted  in  the  majority,  when 
the  Question  was  decided,  and  it  shall  not  be 
entertained  at  all  after  the  lapse  of  two  stated 
meetings. 

12.  All  Special  Committees  may  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  Officers  unless  otherwise  order- 
ed by  the  Executive  or  Association. 

13.  Any  of  these  rules  may  be  suspended 
for  the  time  being  by  a  two  third  vote  of  all 
members  present. 

14.  The  Rules  of  Order  may  be  amended 
by  a  two  thirds  vote  of  the  members,  provided 
the  proposed  amendment  has  been  submitted  in 
writing  to  the  Association  and  read  at  two  stat- 
ed meetings  previous  to  adoption. 
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